
Problem Statement – Build an android application which stores basic information about an employee 

in the remote parse database and that retrieves and displays the data of an employee given his 

employee id. 

We would be building an basic android application that would be able to store and retrieve the basic 

employment details of an employee. This discussion would teach us how to add button, labels etc to 

your form, how to store and retrieve data from a remote database i.e. parse, how to switch from one 

activity to another based on a event etc. 

Note – We would prefer tries to follow the detailed steps below as in the discussion we would try to 

form groups of people and ask them to go through the tutorial to build this application. If you have 

tried to follow the steps already that would really smoothen the process and enable us to focus on the 

issues you guys are facing. 

Here’s the detailed steps –  

1) Install android studio if you haven’t already from 

http://developer.android.com/sdk/index.html 

2) Download and set up parse if you haven’t already by following the steps given in week 3 

discussion https://cseweb.ucsd.edu/classes/wi16/cse110-

a/applications/ln/cse110_discussion_week3.pdf 

3) Change the content of main.xml in res/layout to something like this 

https://github.com/sharpie2310/DiscussionWeek5Project/blob/master/ParseStarterProject

/src/main/res/layout/activity_main.xml which basically specifies how the screen related to 

main activity or home screen should look like. You also need to update the strings in 

string.xml file in res/values. Once you apply the changes, your page would start looking like 

this  

http://developer.android.com/sdk/index.html
https://cseweb.ucsd.edu/classes/wi16/cse110-a/applications/ln/cse110_discussion_week3.pdf
https://cseweb.ucsd.edu/classes/wi16/cse110-a/applications/ln/cse110_discussion_week3.pdf
https://github.com/sharpie2310/DiscussionWeek5Project/blob/master/ParseStarterProject/src/main/res/layout/activity_main.xml
https://github.com/sharpie2310/DiscussionWeek5Project/blob/master/ParseStarterProject/src/main/res/layout/activity_main.xml


 
4) Next we need to make changes to save the information i.e. being filled in this form in parse. 

Please note that your activity_main.xml file that you just updated also specified that when 

you click submit what method should be called. Here that method is called submit. Make 

changes to read all the data fields and save that information in parse. The code for that 

would something like this  
public void submit(View button) { 

  final EditText nameField = (EditText) findViewById(R.id.EditTextName); 

  String name = nameField.getText().toString(); 

  final EditText emailField = (EditText) findViewById(R.id.EditTextEmail); 

  String email = emailField.getText().toString(); 

  final EditText phoneField = (EditText) findViewById(R.id.EditTextPhone); 

  String phone = phoneField.getText().toString(); 

  final EditText addressField = (EditText) 

findViewById(R.id.EditTextAddress); 

  String address = addressField.getText().toString(); 

  final EditText employeeId = (EditText) findViewById(R.id.EditTextId); 

  String employmentId = employeeId.getText().toString(); 

  Employee employee = new Employee(); 

  employee.setName(name); 

  employee.setEmail(email); 

  employee.setPhone(phone); 



  employee.setAddress(address); 

  employee.setEmployeeId(employmentId); 

  employee.saveEventually(); 

} 

You also need to add a Employee.java file which would look like this - 

https://github.com/sharpie2310/DiscussionWeek5Project/blob/master/ParseStarterProject

/src/main/java/com/parse/starter/Employee.java 

 

5) In order to read this information later you should also make changes to file 

StarterApplication.java to add these lines – 

defaultACL.setPublicReadAccess(true); 

defaultACL.setPublicWriteAccess(true); 

which specifies the type of access you want to provide to your data. This would ensure that 

you would be able to read and update the data if required later. 

 

6) Now run the emulator again and try saving some information. Once you have done that, in 

order to verify that your information was updated successfully, go 

https://dashboard.parse.com/apps/ and see that the data is already updated in your app 

details under employee class. 

7) Now we would like to build another activity or screen which would have layout in the form 

so that we can search an employee details from parse database. So create a new activity 

called SearchActivity.java which would something like this –  

https://github.com/sharpie2310/DiscussionWeek5Project/blob/master/ParseStarterProject

/src/main/java/com/parse/starter/SearchActivity.java 

and add a layout file under res/layout called activity_search.xml which would look 

something like this 

https://github.com/sharpie2310/DiscussionWeek5Project/blob/master/ParseStarterProject

/src/main/res/layout/activity_search.xml 

8) Here’s some important aspect of the above SearchActivity class –  

a) The search method specified retrieves the employee id you are trying to search and 

makes a query to parse db using that to find a employee record. 

b) The add record method is executed when you click on add record button on the screen 

and which changes the display using intent to another screen using code something like 

this –  

Intent intent = new Intent(this,MainActivity.class); 

startActivity(intent); 

9) Note that the screen would be looking something like this –  
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10) Now that you have created this new screen, we want to make sure that the search screen 

comes as the default screen instead of add record screen, for that we need to make some 

changes to android-manifest.xml file to have code like this  

<activity 

    android:name=".SearchActivity" 

    android:label="SampleApp" > 

    <intent-filter> 

        <action android:name="android.intent.action.MAIN" /> 

 

        <category android:name="android.intent.category.LAUNCHER" /> 

    </intent-filter> 

</activity> 

 

<activity 

    android:name=".MainActivity" 

    android:label="SampleApp" > 

</activity> 

 

Where we are specifying that the search activity is our main activtity, by specifying action 

and category of Search Activity as main. 



Note that this discussion would be more hand on where we want you guys to build 

something like the above specified app and we would help you guys with what issues you 

are facing. 

 

The Complete code for the app can be found here too –  

https://github.com/sharpie2310/DiscussionWeek5Project 

 

 

https://github.com/sharpie2310/DiscussionWeek5Project

