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Regular Expressions     &             Languages

Regular expressions are a formalism for describing
patterns in strings
Language of a regular expression is the set of
strings described
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DFA to Regular Expression

If language L is accepted by a DFA, then
there is a reg. exp. that describes it

Example:
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Organizing the Lexical Analyser

ex.  if ifid     ex. 1  12

tokenssofar

Qu:  What about separator characters (eg blanks)?

Should we use NFA or DFA?

Simulating a DFA

s = s0
a = nextchar

while (a .neq. eof) do

s = move(S,a)
a = nextchar

return("reject")
if s in  F then return("accept") else 

Start state s0, final states F




